
Joe Arragutainaq 

 

Question: Please state your name and where you live. 

 

Joe:  My name is Joe Arragutainaq from Sanikiluaq.  

 

Q:   Where you were born?  

 

Joe:   The name is Quqtutuut, here in Belcher Islands. 

 

Q:   Can you please tell us what year and month you were born? 

 

Joe:   December 18, 1936.  

 

Q:   In the 1970s, do you recall where you were at the time? 

 

Joe:  In 1970, I recall I was at the southern Belcher Islands. We were relocated 

here to Sanikiluaq, northern Belcher Islands. 

 

Q:   Do you speak either English and/or Inuktitut. 

 

Joe:   I never went to school for English and I can speak very little English. 

 

Q:   Did you ever go to school?  

 

Joe:   I never attended any English schools, but I have attended workshops. 

 

Q: When was the first time you heard about the Nunavut creation, the 

negotiation on the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement? 

 

Joe:  When Nunavut was initially discussed, it was a hot topic. I did not live 

here in Sanikiluaq.  

 

Q:   What did you think of it when Nunavut creation was in the talks? 

 

Joe:  I have thought that the creation of Nunavut will sustain Inuit and the land 

here. From my recollection around 1968, I received the first letter on what 

the future could hold even though I did not fully understand it. I 

understood the concept of it in 1968 from a letter I received from Rankin 

Inlet. I saw how it would sustain the future and that is the thought that 

came to mind and we are living it today. 

 

Q:   From then until now, what do you think of the development? 

 



Joe:  Today, now that we have the government, it seems like we are living in 

hardships more than ever, to me that is what I think of the Nunavut 

government. 

 

Q:   If we could make amendments, what would you voice your concerns on? 

 

Joe:  Everything like bills that have to be paid, etc. I thought that we were going 

to have easier and better life, but it was the opposite of what I have 

thought. It has gotten harder for me today, especially on bills, with the 

establishment of the Nunavut government. 

 

Q:   What would you like to see in Nunavut’s future? 

 

Joe:  I envision the promises that were made will be attained. I have voiced this 

concern as a board member for QIA and NTI at our meetings.   

 

Q:  I would like to ask you to say something about Nunavut for the future 

generations to hear. 

 

Joe: I want to see more support programs/projects going to the youth. If the 

Nunavut government puts in more programs, it could help our youth 

benefit and have better futures. I want to see more support going to 

communities and empowering them. We are given limited responsibility 

and that is not enough to have control over our communities. I would like 

to see this improvement to support the local people.   

 

Madeleine:  Those are my questions. Do, you have any more thoughts you want to 

share? 

 

Joe:  I want my concerns to be heard as I voiced them. I want to see 

improvement on medical travel flights and routes. And the other one is for 

our community to advance through programs. That is my conclusion.   

 


