
Gideon Qitsualik 

 

Question: Can state your name? 

 

Gideon: Gideon Qitsualik. 

 

Q:  Where do you live? 

 

Gideon: I live in Gjoa Haven. 

 

Q:  Can you state where you were born? 

 

Gideon: I was born in Cape Dorset. 

 

Q:  Right in Cape Dorset or near it? 

 

Gideon: I was born up there on the land during a summer camp.  I was born during 

a caribou hunt as they were walking by foot.  

 

Q:  Do you speak Inuktitut? 

 

Gideon: Yes. 

 

Q:  Did you ever attend school anywhere, anytime? 

 

Gideon: When the government started to introduce education, we were in school 

for one month and there were no more teachers and then I quit. 

 

Q:  Where? 

 

Gideon: In Taloyoak. 

 

Q:  During the 1970s, where were you residing? 

 

Gideon: Here in Gjoa Haven. 

 

Q:  When did you first hear about the Nunavut Land Claim Agreement? 

 

Gideon: I was a participant to help start it when we began moving with ITC. It 

already existed. We started to talk about how we didn’t have our own land 

and how we will not get our own land. We started to converse, the three of 

us Amagoalik and Awa. We then pushed for a land claim and we began to 

assemble to attend numerous meetings and going to different 

communities, going to distant places with ITC.  

 

Q:  When you had that idea what did you and the others do? 



 

Gideon:  When we had the idea, we were determined to be heard. At first we 

couldn’t get our message across. During that time, everything was being 

debated. 

 

Q:  How did you think about it? 

 

Gideon: I was determined to see it go forward. It seemed like we were nothing, as 

if we didn’t have a land.  

 

Q:  Can you name the people you worked with? 

 

Gideon: Yes. I remember some of them. Amagoalik, he was the one whom we 

worked very hard with. He was our chairperson. Most of us didn’t want to 

chair as we didn’t think we can do it, and some of us who debate easily 

wanted to have an opportunity to speak. When the people of Nunavik 

started to support and help us and when we increased in number, we 

pushed for more, and we said to go ahead and claim our own land. Not 

only did we claim a land, but also a government, although it turned out 

that we wouldn’t get our own government for quite a while yet, and then 

when they started to show agreement that was an accomplishment. The 

land that we claimed was being diminished. It was a sad time then. We 

had claimed for the whole tree line area, but then it was being divided and 

they could only agree to it if it was going to be separated, so we accepted 

it. Even though the land on the map appears small, it is not small when 

you walk on it.  

 

Q:  It was that important? 

 

Gideon: Yes. We used to actually debate. I myself got angry. I even was about to 

throw a cup of coffee at someone (laughing). Some of us who were 

working hard got pretty upset and angry. 

 

Q:  What made you angry? 

 

Gideon: When we could not get approval, and we did not get recognition. 

However, we were going to get approval eventually, we were thrilled with 

joy. The test we were facing angered us more, even the negotiating 

members that are white people got angry. All of us used to get angry. 

 
 


