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Introduction-

I became aware of this project through Kerry McCluskey. When we discussed the project 
about the NLCA, she stated that we as a class could approach the project any way that we 
wanted. Our second semester started at beginning of February and I presented to the class 
the proposition concerning NTI and NLCA. At that point I did not know how long the 
project would take or exactly how many students would be involved in the project. 

After the first few days of school, the class of 18 decided that we should take on the 
project. We invited David and Kerry from NTI to speak to the class about this initiative. 
They told us about what other groups and individuals were doing around Nunavut. They 
also mentioned that there was no school classes involved in any of the proposals for the 
NLCA. My class seemed genuinely interested in the project and the fact that we would 
get funding to buy equipment.

I discussed the project with Terry Young, the Principal of Inuksuk High School, and 
David Lloyd, the Vice- Principal. They gave me approval to carry on with the project.
As a group we worked on the actual proposal, setting the time line, area to be covered, 
the items needed. 

Below is our proposal.

Name of Proposal   What do the People of Nunavut know and feel about NLCA 
(tentative)

Instructor: Bryon Doherty

Students involved-    

William Alaigna  
Sultan Ali
Callum Aylward -Blake
Ulaayu Peter
Sarah  Critelli- Kerr
Lisa  Ishulutak
Jared Jensen
Eliane Kanayuk Gabriel
Matthew Mahoney
Mosesie Arlootook
Kootoo Noah
Elisapee Nooshoota
Orla Osborne
Ashley Tufts
Mary Tulugak
Lily Maniapik
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Project Proposal 

 We, as students of the Journalism Class (grade 11 and 12 students), plan to survey and 
interview residents (all age categories) of Iqaluit about the Nunavut  Land Claims 
Agreement (NLCA). Our goal is to learn more about how much people know and 
understand about the NLCA and how they feel the NLCA has changed their lives. We 
will ask questions such as how much people know about the NLCA, have they read any 
of the books, pamphlets or posters, how much do they understand about it, do they know 
how to use the information, have they talked to their children, have teenagers learned 
about the NLCA from parents or from school.

We would like to think of different ways to get more Inuit looking at the NLCA, instead 
of having to read massive documents. After tabulating our data from surveys and 
interviews, we expect to make some observations and then recommendations, especially 
concerning approaches with youth. As we work on this project, we hope to get a clearer 
understanding about what young people have learned about the NLCA in school and 
whether we need to incorporate more lessons in school on the subject of NLCA.

Our main focus will be the people of Iqaluit. But if time allows we will use modern 
technology to contact and interview people in various communities as control groups.

In June after we complete our interviews, our questionnaire-surveys, and compile and 
collate our data and information, we will do presentations with the various interest 
groups at Inuksuk High School and in the community.

We hope that through the survey and interview process we can learn more about the 
NLCA.

The survey will consist of several parts- 

i) information about the persons doing the survey (statistics but no names)
ii) a number of questions ( ‘yes or no’ questions and multiple choice) that    will 

test the knowledge of the persons surveyed
iii) questions that will allow the persons to explore their interest and feelings 

about  NLCA
iv) recorded interviews with a number of persons  which will be more in depth.

As we progress on the project, we would consult with you and make you aware of our 
progress, show you our questionnaire/survey and interview questions so that you are 
aware of what we are doing and how we are doing the project.

We hope and feel that the results we tabulate and the content of the interviews we do 
will give NTI a usable survey that will provide valuable information for NTI. This 
project will benefit NTI and the people of Nunavut as it will give NTI and the 
population a better idea about what people, especially the youth of Nunavut, know and 
expect and feel about the NLCA.
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Project Schedule  
 
  End of February -Application writing and approval 

Beginning of March-  Organize questionnaire/survey; arrange questions 
for interviews; select possible people for interview;

- order audio video aids for project

Middle of March - arrange where and when and how to do interviewing 
and giving questionnaire/survey

April /May - organize /transcribe/collate data for presentation to NTI

End of May - presentation of data/information to NTI

June - presentations to students and other groups 

Mid -June- further report on presentations and feedback /comments 
from groups

Additional Information 

The students in the Journalism group feel that this adventure would be a very interesting 
learning experience for them - not only in learning more about the NLCA and its 
background, but also about what people feel about the NLCA. The students have come 
up with ideas; strategies to best complete the project themselves. As teacher of the 
Journalism class, I am collating the information, ideas and different aspects of the 
project.  We want the project to have a youth focus, driven by youth. The students also 
want there to be a component that offers room for presentations and feedback. 
Hopefully one of the outcomes of the projects is a series of recommendations of ways to 
better communicate with teens and young adults.

The students in the Journalism class are very enthusiastic about organizing and 
following through on this project. We are planning other projects such as creating a 
youth newspaper, a school radio station and working with some of the media in Iqaluit. 
We might be able to work the NLCA project into some of these other projects.

Organizing ourselves

Once we submitted our proposal and had it accepted, we discussed the possibility of 
getting a better room for working on this project, rather that trying to accomplish 
everything in our regular classroom. We spent several days clearing and cleaning up our 
new Journalism room, which was a small classroom in the shop area of the school. Our 
class time was from 8:40 to 10:00 daily. Once we had cleaned the room and brought in a 
computer, we sat down to work on the scope of the project.
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Originally we decided to create a questionnaire in English and then translate it into 
Inuktitut. This questionnaire would be given to a large sample of people in Nunavut. As 
well, we decided to create a series of interview questions we could ask a cross section of 
individuals from young to old, from regular people to MLAs, from all the communities. 
This entailed a lot of discussion - many students felt that we were taking on too much and 
many were saying that we did not know how to go about the project. 

Finally, after several days of debating, we decided that we should start to order our 
technological resources. This led to problems - whether we should purchase a Mac 
computer or a PC.  Several students did look into costs for computers, printers, etc., both 
locally and in the South. We presented this list to David Lloyd who ordered the supplies.

Simultaneously, several guest speakers, such as Kathleen Lippa came into our class to 
discuss journalism, ethics, etc., and we discussed the possibility of a school newspaper 
and a school radio station. Several weeks into the semester, we commenced our struggle 
to create the questionnaire on NLCA and NTI.

David and Kerry had given us a pile of resource material on the NLCA- the original 
document and A Plain Language Guide to Nunavut Land Claims Agreement, booklets as 
well as CD version for computer.

Questionnaire on NLCA and NTI

Before we could come up with questions for the questionnaire, we needed to read and 
become very familiar with the simplified version of the NLCA. This simple task was 
given as a homework assignment over several days, but a number of the students 
complained that they were working or had too much other homework to do so that they 
accomplished little and had a poor understanding of the 42 articles in the NLCA. While 
some decided to start creating questions, a number of the other students spent time in 
class reading over the articles. Much discussion developed over the next few weeks as 
students talked about particular articles and why they figured that they were unfair or not 
complete or too broad in scope. 

I figured that we would spend a week at most creating and developing our questionnaire. 
To me, the task was fairly simple, but for the students it was an entirely different matter. 
Students worked in small groups to make up a series of questions. We decided to look at 
multiple choice questions, true and false questions and fill in the blank questions. After 
hours of work on different series of questions, we finished up with over 200 questions. 

Questions ranged from knowledge related, such as Inuit make up ___ % of the population 
of Nunavut a) 60% b) 85%  c) 95% to ‘The duties of the NWMB can best be described as 
establishing, distributing and adjusting the harvest levels of wildlife in the NSA - true or 
false. Students also listed questions where no answer was given and the respondent was 
expected to come up with the correct answer. Examples were: Who is a Beneficiary? 
When did Nunavut become a territory? Who is the Premier of Nunavut? Who is the 
Minister of Education? Who is the Minister of Health and Social Services? What are the 
three regions of Nunavut? How many MLAs does Nunavut have? How many 
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communities are in Nunavut? Which is the most northerly community? Which is the most 
southerly? What is the voting age for territorial elections? What is the voting age for 
elections with NTI, QIA and KIA? Do you think the Inuit language and culture will be 
stronger in the future? Will it benefit the youth in the future if the culture and language 
are documented?

Some students’ comments from their journals were:

“The project started off with energy and enthusiasm by all the students and as time went 
on the lack of involvement grew.”

“We had journalism class every morning from 8:10 to 9:45am which did have an effect 
on the number of students who attended class regularly.”

“People would come in late and work on nothing then complain that the project wasn’t 
going anywhere and wasn’t going to be finished.”

“Then there were a group of about four of us who actually came to class to work on the 
project and made progress each class.”

“The research and the making of the questions to be asked for the survey took the longest 
time, I think.”

“People leaving for land trips, school trips, sick or just skipping class caused us some 
hardship for the process to run smoothly.”

“There was a wide variety of students in our class- people who were very enthusiastic, 
eager to learn, people also came and did nothing, wander around the school, play games 
on the computer and are very lazy. But once you push those who are not committed and 
you make them work, things move along nicely.” 

‘At the beginning of the semester we were able to get a space for our class which worked 
out very well. We could keep our graphs, surveys, information and data collected in one 
spot which helped a lot.” 

“It took a very long time to get the entire questionnaire done due to the girls talking day 
by day while the rest just slacked off.”

“The Caucasians were trying to get rid of the main Inuit questions while trying to keep 
the not important questions. Us Inuit tried to keep the actual Inuit questions in the 
questionnaire but we were overruled by Qallunaat. Lisa, Will and I were very upset the 
Caucasians were getting rid of the important questions about Inuit making good deals 
with the Canadian government. As a good Inuk, we just went along with the rest of the 
class and turned our cheek.”
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“It was hard to work while the girls chat, chat, chat almost all class long. Couldn’t help 
but listen to them every time they spoke to each other. That is one weakness us guys 
have, can’t help but just listen to girls chat.”

Finally, we gathered as a group to discuss which questions to use on the survey. We 
decided that our questionnaire would try to find out what teens and adults know about a) 
Nunavut  b) NLCA c) what they think of the NLCA d) how people of Nunavut have 
benefited from NLCA.

It took us about 10 sessions to finally come to some agreement about which questions to 
include and also which ones to exclude. The students were surprised as to the length of 
time. It was labourious, at times grueling and irritating. It was a fascinating process to 
watch. At times, I sat in the background and observed. Other times I had to take the lead 
and show them some direction. Many times we became sidetracked and went off on some 
tangent concerning a question. Other times we ended up getting involved in discussions 
on daily news events. 

When it came to deciding on the validity and value of a question, we discussed and then 
took a vote. A majority in favour of a question was enough to get it on the list. A number 
of times very heated arguments developed where I needed to step and calm down the 
group or individual members. At times some students thought that a question was racist 
so this necessitated some time to focus on what  racism and racist statements are. There 
was not always agreement in the end.

After a number of class blocks were spend on reducing the number to  about 40 
questions, we deliberated on what would be an appropriate number of questions for our 
survey. Again this proved to be an issue. Since it was going to be done by both adults and 
teens, we did not want it too hard for the youth or too easy for the adults. And we did not 
want it too long as we felt that both students and adults would not complete the survey 
properly if it were too long. After much debate, we settled on 35 questions. But some 
students wanted questions that were all true or false; some wanted more questions that 
were multiple choice; others wanted some questions in the survey that were open ended 
or were fill in the blanks. It was finally agreed that it would be very difficult to tabulate a 
questionnaire where you have respondents giving individual answers.

As is usually the case when you have a small group of 12 students, when there is any 
group discussion there will be several who will lead the way or be very strong in their 
opinions, or who try to dominate and control the discussion and even in some cases, try to 
disrupt the group or try to turn the exercise into a very negative one where little ground is 
covered and where students feel isolated or at loggerheads with the other students. 
Certainly at times, it was a very difficult process, but very enlightening as the group 
seemed to divide into those who wanted to cooperate and work with the group even 
though their views were compromised at times and those who seemed intolerant of 
others’ views and ideas and were unwilling to concede any ground. I had to step in a 
number of times over the course of the semester  to keep the peace as some students 
reacted strongly to the opinions and attitudes of some other students.
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Once we gathered our 35 questions together, we worked on the wording of each question 
to make sure that each question was clear, unambiguous and short. We created a 
subcommittee of four students who looked at the order of the questions and the 
introduction or information that we wanted to get from the respondent to help our 
tabulation of the responses. The committee decided to have personal information that 
examined four factors: gender of the respondent, age of the respondent where we created 
four categories from youth to 50 and over, level of education from no formal education to 
university or college, and status of respondent ,either Beneficiary or non-Beneficiary. We 
decided on these four categories so that we would, if necessary, be able to see if there 
was any difference  between how boys and girls responded or if age made any difference, 
or education affected how people answered the questions.

The questionnaire was divided into several parts: Part 1 - personal information; Part 2-  
12 multiple choice questions about Nunavut; Part 3 - 23  Yes or No questions that tested 
the knowledge of the respondent on the NLCA and on the respondents’ views and 
opinions about the NLCA and the future of Nunavut

 We knew we could not analyze every question, but we decided that we would pay 
special attention to questions 17, 18, 19 , 20, 21, 22, 25 and 35. These questions were 
about where people learned about the NLCA, what future Inuit culture and language will 
have, and who is a Beneficiary.

After the subcommittee reported back to the group about the order of the questionnaire 
and the number of questions, the group as a whole approved the questionnaire and then 
selected the most suitable font and font size for the questionnaire. By the time we had 
finally finished the questionnaire, it was the end of March.

The following is the questionnaire the students put together. As simple as the 
questionnaire looks, it required literally hundreds of person-hours from start to finish, 
from reading about the NLCA to agreeing on the questions, the format, the style, the type 
of questions. Now after the really tedious part, we could actually get out and interact with 
people and do our survey.

Nunavut Lands Claims Agreement  Questionnaire 

April 14/2005

(Prepared by Inuksuk High School Journalism Class for  NTI  project)

Part 1

Personal Information-
Circle correct area:

Gender - F    /     M

Age - 10-19  /  20- 29  /  30 – 49  / 50 -over
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Education level –  Grade 10 or less  / Grade 11-12/   university or college
/ no formal education

Status - Beneficiary  /Non-Beneficiary

Part 2

Answer the following by circling the letter (a or b or c) of your choice:

1) When did Nunavut become a territory?  (Month/Day/Year):

A)  April1st, 1993 b)  January 1st,1999    c)  April 1st,1999

2) How much land do Inuit own in Nunavut: 

a) 10 % b) 18% c) 32 %

3)  Who is the Premier of Nunavut?

a) Paul Okalik b) Ed Picco c) Hunter Tootoo

4) Who is the Minister of Education?

a) David Simailak b) Tagak Curley  c) Ed Picco 

5) Who is the Minister of Health?

a) Ed Picco                 b) Levinia Brown            c) Peter Kilabuk

6) Who is the Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs?

a) Andy Scott            b) Hunter Tootoo              c) Paul Okalik

7) Which is a  region of Nunavut?

a) Kivalliq            b)  Nunavik                           c) Nunatsiaq

8) How many communities are there in Nunavut? 

a) 18                b) 27          c) 35               

9) How many M L As are there in Nunavut?

a)  12    b) 19   c) 25              
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10) What is the area of Nunavut?

a) 400,000 sq km       b) 950,000 sq km          c) 1,900,000 sq km

11) What is the most northerly community in Nunavut?   

a) Grise Fiord           b) Igloolik          c)  Arviat 

12) Inuit make up what % of the population of Nunavut?      

a) 60 %               b) 75 %               c) 85%             

Part 3        Answer the following  by circling  Yes or No.

13) The Inuit and the federal government signed Nunavut Land Claims Agreement ( 
NLCA)  on June of 1995.

Yes No

14) The key goal of NLCA is to encourage self-reliance for Beneficiaries.

Yes No

15) Aboriginal people in Canada were given the right to vote in Federal elections in 
1960.

Yes  No           

16) Do you think there been any major changes in Nunavut since the NLCA was 
implemented?

Yes  No

17) Have you ever read “A Plain Guide to the Nunavut Lands Claims Agreement’?   

Yes   No

18) Do you understand what the Nunavut Lands Claims Agreement (NLCA)  is 
about?             
    

Yes     No

19) Have you learned about the NLCA in school? 

Yes    No

20) Have you ever learned anything about NLCA in the work place?
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Yes    No

21) Should the NLCA be taught in school?

Yes   No

22) Would you like to see presentations from  NTI on NTI and NLCA to keep people 
informed about Nunavut?

Yes   No

23) Do you think there are more Inuit in middle and higher management positions 
now?

Yes   No

24) Do you think that the Nunavut government is focusing enough on Inuit 
Beneficiaries?

Yes   No

25)  Do you think the Inuit language and culture will become stronger in the future?

Yes   No

26) Is it fair that there are quotas ( in NLCA) for certain animals for everyone?

Yes No

27) Do non- Beneficiaries have to pay to have personal access to Inuit land?

Yes  No

28) When Inuit build outpost camps, do they require approval from HTOs (Hunters 
and Trappers Organization)?

Yes   No

29) Can Beneficiaries hunt in territorial and national parks?

Yes   No 

30) If the military conducts any activity in Nunavut, do they have to make an 
agreement with the Inuit before they can start anything?

Yes   No
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31) Is Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated (NTI) dedicated to achieving Inuit social 
and economic well being through the NLCA?

Yes   No

32) The NLCA creates a number of Boards that will allow joint management of all 
lands, waters and wildlife resources.

Yes No

33)The Nunavut government appoints all the members of the Nunavut Wildlife 
Management Board.

Yes No

34) Inuit will receive about $1,170,000,000 ( 1.17billion) from the Federal 
government as part of NLCA.

Yes No

35) A Beneficiary is any person who thinks of herself (himself)  as an Inuk.

Yes No

Thank you for taking the time to answer our survey.

Journalism Students of Inuksuk High School

The following are quotes from the journals of the students in the class concerning the 
questionnaire. They touch on some of the issues and problems that we faced.

“We had a lot of really good questions to be asked, but as the survey was getting long 
anyway, we had to cut over 60 per cent of the questions we had come up with.”

“All sources of group conversation and communication ended in arguing about 
graduation plans.”

“Lack of attention, enthusiasm, concentration and motivation and too much laziness. It 
took too long to come up with our simple questionnaire.”

“Class participation all the time was low. Nobody agrees. Apathy in regards to the 
students and the people in the offices taking the surveys.” 

“It was hard to stay on topic. And there was too much dislike between the students.”

“Distributing the surveys was a pleasant experience. It was nice to get out of the 
classroom and meet new people, but I found that people weren’t all that willing to do the 
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survey, either because they were too busy or they were embarrassed because they knew 
nothing about the NLCA, which is stupid because that’s what NTI wants to know. So if 
only people who know anything about the NLCA take the survey then what does that 
accomplish? People need to swallow their pride.”

“Another problem that we encountered was not being allowed to go around to the 
individual offices. The security would only allow us to leave a bunch of the 
questionnaires at the front desk which means that not as many people know about it or 
feel as compelled to do it. It would have been better somehow to get into offices.”

“This class is a little crazy. We are working on not only the NTI project but also a school 
newspaper, which is a disaster. It’s nearly the end of May and we still have not released 
our first paper. People, if they show up to class, come really late if they come at all. We 
have poor Mr. Doherty really demented.”

Administration of questionnaire

We had consumed so much time just putting the questionnaire together, we really had to 
get moving on administering it. We thrashed over the idea of translating the survey. It 
was a hot topic. A number of students felt  strongly that it should be translated into 
Inuktitut, but they did not want to do it themselves. Nor did they suggest somebody who 
would. A few students stated that it would be difficult to administer the survey in 
Inuktitut, that there could be problems in the translation concerning dialect and the 
selection of the right syllabics. A number of the students argued that we had spent enough 
time on the questionnaire, just trying to get it done in English that it would require too 
much time to get it translated. They realized that the survey would be incomplete but that 
would be another of the limitations of the survey.

Once the questionnaire was as polished and clear as we could get it, we met and decided 
on the target audience for it. We would contact all the students in Grades 9, 10, 11, and 
12. Several students checked with teachers as to when the most suitable time to do the 
survey would be. Because of so many activities going on in the school, it was hard to get 
an appropriate time when all the class was together. It took us about two weeks to do the 
classes in the school as we were available mostly for the first block daily. Some classes 
could only do it during another block. So it was difficult to get all the classes done 
completely. 

The students handing out the surveys had to spend time with a number of classes and 
with a number of individuals who had difficulties reading the surveys and trying to figure 
out what some of the questions were asking. For some of the Journalism students, it was 
frustrating. But we did remind each other how little some of us knew before we started 
work on the project. Generally everyone took part in this activity because they enjoyed 
going to the classrooms and getting the students and teachers doing the questionnaires. 
Some of the older students and a number of teachers told us that they thought it was a 
good questionnaire.

Students’ comments varied.
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“Very, very few youth had read about the NLCA. Many didn’t even know what it was. 
An entire class had to have NTI explained to it.”

“ Students were more receptive of taking the survey compared to the adults who were 
much busier and couldn’t find the time to do it.” 

“ Taking the survey around to various work places was the highlight of my mornings. It 
was nice to interact with other people and to explain about the process we were doing.”

“ Generally adults were more supportive and more interested in our project. But in many 
cases these were the people we knew.”

After starting to take around the survey to the classes, we decided on how to approach the 
questionnaire distribution in the community. A number of the students wanted to take the  
survey to offices where their parents worked. This worked well as the parents oversaw or 
encouraged the adult workers to do the survey. But in some cases, students could only 
drop off the survey and leave a note asking for the surveys to be done and returned or left 
for pickup. Students dropped off surveys at the RCMP, but only a few were ever done. So 
most of the respondents of the survey were from government departments. We realized 
that this limited the scope of our survey. We wanted it to be random, to include a wide 
range of people, ages and backgrounds, but because we did not have an Inuktitut version 
of the questionnaire, we did not reach a good part of the respondent body in Iqaluit. 
Initially we were going to go to Elder’s Centre, but the students who could have done this 
with the Elders did not have the available time or did not want to do it after school. As 
outlined in our PowerPoint presentation and our hard copy, this certainly placed a limit 
on the survey and it was a point that we discussed and argued upon during our meetings 
in class. 

Some students were going to set up a table at NorthMart on a Friday evening or a 
Saturday afternoon, but this did not materialize probably because of the work load of 
some of the more interested students. Other students did not want to have to do any 
distribution and collection of surveys out side of school time.

Overall, we had about 200 youth (all of whom were students at Inuksuk High School) and 
about 125 adults who did the questionnaire.

Collection of data and interpretation of data

Once we started getting the surveys completed and returned, we commenced the much 
more tedious task of collating the data from the surveys. All the students took a shift at 
tabulating each of the respondent’s choices of answers. Only a few of the students 
persisted in continuing to work on the data collection. Some of the students said that it 
was too boring and that they couldn’t do it for very long. Some refused to continue, 
saying that they wanted to concentrate on the graphs. 
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For some of the questions, we only used two categories - youth and adults. For questions  
1 to  12 ( the multiple choice questions), questions 13 to 16, 23 and 24, 26 to 34, we 
decided to only compare youth ( up to 19) and adults ( 20 and above).We wanted to find 
out how much the youth population knew about the NLCA, NTI and Nunavut compared 
to the adults.

For the other questions, 18 to 22, 25 and 35, we decided to break the personal criteria into 
gender, four age categories, four educational levels and status, Beneficiary and non-
Beneficiary. We created categories such as female, aged 10-19, Beneficiary or male, 30-
49, non-Beneficiary. We wanted a clearer picture as to who had read the NLCA and if 
they had learned about NLCA at school or at the work place. We also wanted to find out 
which groups felt Inuit language and culture are strong, and finally who is a Beneficiary.  

After tabulating all the questionnaires and getting all the data, students graphed the 
results for comparative purposes. One of the problems we ran into was that for some of 
the narrow categories (we had 16 different profiles) for questions 18 to 22, 25  and 35,we 
had very few respondents for the older age groups and none for the male,50 and over, 
Beneficiary.

Interviews and Interview Procedure 

Once we started collating our data from the questionnaires, we created a sub-committee 
to ponder the interview process, what questions we would ask and how we would go 
about our interviews. The committee developed a number of questions and then we as a 
larger group got together and discussed the questions, eliminating all but four questions.

Questions for Interviewing about the NLCA

1. What have you learned about Nunavut, its development, and the NLCA when you 
were in school or work?

2. What do you think NTI should do to inform the general public (both Beneficiaries 
and non-Beneficiaries) about the NLCA and its benefits?

3.  How have you personally benefited from the NLCA and the development of 
Nunavut?

4.  Have you read any of the following:
Nunavut, Our Land, Our People
Nunavut Beneficiaries Scholarships
A Plain Language Guide to the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement
The Nunavut Land Claims Agreement

 (Interviewers showed the interviewees a copy of each of the above)

The regular group divided into pairs, took a video camera and selected a quiet place to 
interview students. In the classes, they  checked with teachers and invited students to be 
interviewed. We started to interview students in Grades 9, 10, 11 and 12 in the school. 
 A major problem that the interviewers faced was that very few students wanted to be 
interviewed on camera. Several of the Journalism students recorded some students doing 
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the interviews, but I have a feeling that the tape was recorded over. I have been looking 
for the sequences but so far have been unable to find them. Mostly people just wanted to 
have their views written down by the interviewer. The interviewees felt vulnerable and ill 
at ease with the camera recording every word they were saying. There is a sense of power 
when you have the camera focused on somebody  to record their every hesitation , body 
language and tone of voice as well as the words. 

Generally, the journalism students felt that they had to prompt the interviewees to get 
them to express their opinions and concerns about NTI. Even when it came to what ways 
of communication with the youth would be more effective for a group like NTI, the 
interviewees, in many cases, had to be encouraged and pushed a little to get them to 
answer. The adults who were approached for the interview were likewise rather shy, too 
shy or concerned, to be videotaped. The journalism students were very relaxed about the 
interviews and tried to make the interviewees comfortable and less anxious. Because of 
time constraints, the journalism students did not interview as many of the students and 
adult s as they really wanted to. 

At this point, as it was getting well into June, students were looking at Grade 12 
departmental examinations, and students were physically and mentally getting exhausted, 
we stopped taking in the questionnaires and got our final tally for each of the questions. It 
was interesting listening to the comments of the students who were counting up the 
numbers - surprise at the difference between adults and students in some questions; other 
times just the similarities between age groups in other questions. They were sad that they 
did not have enough representation from especially the over 50 Beneficiary categories.

Once we had the final tallies, two of our students showed the others how to create graphs 
from the raw data. Students certainly enjoyed this part of the exercise - entering the data 
and seeing the variety of graphs and deciding on which ones were the suitable for our 
project. After seeing the data and graphs, two groups formed to try and analyze the 
graphs. This turned out to be a difficult task because the students were very shy to voice 
opinions and ideas about what information the graph was directing at us. We did not 
spend enough time in this area as I was starting to lose students due to preparation for 
exams. 

Following are some comments from journalism students about the interviews. They 
reflect the concern that many youth do not know enough and do no have enough interest 
in the NLCA.

“Many students were very shy to talk and to answer the four questions. A number of 
students just said I don’t know and didn’t think about the questions or how they should 
answer them.”

“They (students) were confused about what we were asking them and didn’t know what 
to write or say. In some classes, we had to give them ideas and we used a poster full of 
suggestions to inform the general public about the NLCA and NTI. Some students just 
didn’t try or think.”
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“Many people said they didn’t know how NTI could inform the youth. Many also said 
no. People don’t care enough or know enough and this is a big problem.”

“Very, very few youth had read about the NLCA. Many didn’t even know what it was. 
An entire class had to have NTI explained to it.”

“Most youth Beneficiaries can name only free health care as a way they benefited from 
the land claims agreement. This is an incorrect statement because they would have had 
free health care before also. People were reluctant to actually think about their answers.”

One student was very frustrated with what was happening. ”This (lack of thinking or 
interest in answering the interview questions) leads me to believe that they don’t even 
believe in what they are writing or saying - they don’t care either. So this was a complete 
waste of time and uninformative, and any action taken on these results could be wasteful 
of time money and effort.”

PowerPoint Presentation

Only a few students worked on the PowerPoint presentation as it was examination time. I 
spent time trying to establish a time for our presentation. Also, students were trying to 
figure out what to include in the presentation that would be of interest, but not make it too 
long. We figured that we would prepare a 30-40 minute preparation with time for 
questions.

From their experience at seeing PowerPoint presentations that were excessively long or 
the screen filled with diagrams and words or a presenter who simply read the text, the 
students wanted to do a presentation that left room for questions and was simple, but 
colourful.

By the time we had finally finished our PowerPoint presentation, exams were over and 
only five students participated. The students presented their work to a group at NTI. They 
quite enjoyed talking with the people from NTI, discussing our process, listening to 
suggestions. I wish all the students could have been at the presentation so that they could 
be involved in the culmination of the project. Some students were involved piecemeal, 
only doing parts as we progressed. But these five students were there for everything. In 
our final discussion over coffee, they were very happy to have been involved so actively 
in the project.

Comments from the students in the class give a picture of the importance of doing this 
project.

“My thoughts on this class was that it was long, boring, tiring, but worth it. Why?  
Because we got to learn about the NLCA the Inuit made with the Canadian government.”

“Mr. Doherty was an excellent person to organize the project with us. I don’t think any 
other teacher could have pulled the whole thing together in the end. He left us motivated 
with his energy and enthusiasm.”
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“This project was definitely a learning experience for us all. Not only was it nice to learn 
more about the NLCA but I also learned a lot about my hometown and how it developed 
into a community. We also learned about us and our group and how well we get along. It 
wasn’t always fun.”

“I always tried to get involved with the project but the girls mostly chatted, which is why 
I hardly got involved, only when you made everyone shut up and work.”

“My conclusion about the project is that it was good, it was worth it. It could have been 
better, got to learn what my people and I get and got from the Canadian government.”

Aftermath and follow-up 

My final comments on the project: It was a valuable learning experience for the whole 
group. I don’t think the students had any idea of the scope of the project and how much 
time and energy the project would require. The initial enthusiasm and energy changed 
into a variety of emotions and feelings as the project and the months rolled on. We all 
realized that we spent too much time at the beginning on the questionnaire. And I know 
that the students realized as the weeks passed that only half the class members could 
sustain the drive and energy to complete the project. Our grandiose plans at the beginning 
changed to become more realistic as time progressed - because of time constraints, 
dwindling energy levels, fewer personnel.

The most enjoyable areas of the project for students in the Journalism class were doing 
the interviews and the surveys with students and adults. They enjoyed getting out of the 
class and being fairly independent as to whom they interviewed and how they recorded it.

We started slowly but we picked up speed and managed to finish the project with room to 
continue it further next year.

Follow-up for next year

I discussed the project with Joan Brown who is going to be instructing the Journalism 
course next year (2005/06). I can’t remember which semester the journalism course is  
offered. She would like to expand on the project so I will be in touch with her and the 
class to see if we can extend the survey and questionnaire into the schools in the 
communities.

Bryon Doherty
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